Autoantibodies in atopic dermatitis.
Recent progress in the autoimmune aspects of atopic dermatitis has clarified that patients with atopic dermatitis develop IgE-class autoantibodies mainly against intracellular proteins. The cloning of cDNAs encoding autoallergens with human expression cDNA libraries and serum IgE from atopic dermatitis patients has unraveled the molecular characteristics of IgE-binding autoantigens. Some patients with atopic dermatitis also have IgG-class autoantibodies, especially anti-nuclear antibodies. One of the nuclear autoantigens was identified as DFS70/transcription coactivator p75. In addition, p80-coilin in nuclear coiled bodies is also targetted. Several lines of evidence suggest that a subset of atopic dermatitis may be associated with an autoimmune response.